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Scrumptious Singapore

Institute member Honnus Cheung, CFO of Travelzoo
Asia Pacific, looks at the growing allure of the Lion City

T

he endless debates about the
quality of life in Singapore versus
Hong Kong inevitably boil down
to two factors in Singapore’s favour: better air quality (when there aren’t
forest fires in Indonesia) and the diversity of
fine food.
To be sure, Singapore remains one of the
world’s great culinary capitals. From fivestar restaurants to folksy Chinatown hawker
stalls, the Lion City is a Lucullan delight. The
best of Chinese, Indian and Malay is available and, for those who can’t choose among
them, there’s always Peranakan, or Nyonya
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food, which combines several cuisines in one
delicious whole.
The downside of Singapore, so the story goes, is that the Lion City lacks a roar.
There’s no fun, Hongkongers, among others,
declaim. Well, Singapore has listened to the
detractors and done something about it. One
answer is Marina Bay.
Close to the city centre, this resort area
on the east side of the bay includes the Marina Bay Sands resort, which opened in
2010 and features Singapore’s first casino.
While gambling is the main draw, Sands
and its rival, Resorts World Sentosa, both

focus on the wholesome, resort side of the
attractions.
Universal Studios has its largest theme
park in Asia at Resorts World Sentosa. Meanwhile, Marina Bay Sands has opened the
ArtScience museum. Resorts World is planning a maritime museum and a marine park.
The casino area is not the only playground close to the city. On the other side of
Marina Bay is another relatively recent addition: an arts complex that includes the Esplanade Theatres on the Bay, a domed structure
known to the locals as the Durian, after the
similarly shaped fragrant fruit.

From top to bottom: The Old Supreme Court Building
is being turned into a gallery; Chinatown is a great place
for cheap eats; Orchard Road remains one of Singapore’s
top shopping destinations; the Marina Bay Sands
features Singapore’s first casino

It joins a collection of recent architectural
show-stoppers, including the Foster and
Partners designed Supreme Court in glass
and Portuguese pink marble, and the National Library of two 16-storey blocks linked
by dramatic sky bridges.
For many architecture aficionados, such
modern affectations are no replacement for
the demise of Singapore’s shophouses. Once
abundant, they have been victims of the
city’s rush to modernization. A glimpse of
the past can be seen in the pastel neighbourhood of Joo Chiat, a conservation area on the
way to the airport.
Singapore has quietly built some cultural infrastructure over the decades. The
National Museum of Singapore is one of the
most impressive in Southeast Asia, while the
Botanic Gardens, established by city founder
Sir Stamford Raffles, are a world beater.
Meanwhile, the Old Supreme Court Building
is being converted into a major gallery for
the visual arts.
Along the Singapore River are the nightlife centres of Boat Quay and Clarke Quay.
Packed and pricy, there are tastes for all seasons: Chinese, Indian, Malay and European
among others. Touts with menus solicit customers amid a rowdy background of clashing
music and conversation. However, the riverside tables are often surprisingly soothing.
Farther west, another busy destination is
Orchard Road, Singapore’s famous shopping
mecca. A popular retail destination since
the early 1950s, Orchard Road continues to
evolve despite competition from suburban
shopping centres.
Several malls are either recent or were
recently refurbished. Plaza Singapura and
the adjacent The Atrium@Orchard are expected to reopen in 2012, while the popular
ION Orchard mall opened in 2009.
Of course, Orchard Road has faced some
stiff competition for retail dollars in recent
years. The resort development in Sentosa
includes attractions such as the largest Louis
Vuitton outlet in the world: an entire island
fitted out as a four-storey leather goods extravaganza with its own pier.
If that’s not enough, stay tuned for the
Punggol mall, scheduled to open in 2015,
which will feature a 4.2-kilometre, S$225
million Venetian-style waterway.

Where to eat
•1
 -Altitude A rooftop bar overlooking the
city. Level 63, 1 Raffles Place. 6438-0410.
•B
 oon Tong Kee This 33-year-old Cantonese
restaurant serves traditional Chinese
cuisine. 399-403 Balestier Road. 6254-3937.
• Gattopardo Sicilian-inspired Italian
cuisine set against the colonial architecture
of Singapore at the Hotel Fort Canning.
11 Canning Walk. 6338-5498.
•M
 axwell Food Centre Located in the
Chinatown area, this nexus of culinary delights
boasts the famous Tian Tian Hainanese
Chicken Rice stall. 1 Kadayanallur Street.
• Restaurant André Chef André Chiang serves
a handful of guests in his townhouse.
   41 Bukit Pasoh Road. 6534-8880.
•S
 ingapore Food Trail If you really don’t
have time or aren’t that adventurous, try
this collection of Singapore cuisine in
air-conditioned comfort. Level 1, 30 Raffles
Avenue. 6734-8829.
Where to stay
• Equarius Hotel Set in lush tropical forest in
Resorts World Sentosa. 8 Sentosa Gateway.
6577-8888.
• The Fullerton Stately restored colonial
building in the heart of the city. 1 Fullerton
Square. 6733-8388.
• Marina Bay Sands Hotel Triple towers of
luxury amid a casino and other amenities.
   1 Bayfront Avenue. 6688-8868.
• Raffles Hotel Unutterably lovely, but expect
to pay for the privilege. 1 Beach Road.
6337-1886.
•T
 he Scarlet Boutique charm in a 1920s
building in Chinatown. 33 Erskine Road.
6511-3333.
What to see
• iFly Singapore Try skydiving in a wind
tunnel. 43 Siloso Beach Walk. 6571-0000.
• National Museum of Singapore Small
nation with a big history, documented
through film, photography and wayang
puppetry. 93 Stamford Road. 6332-3659.
•N
 ight Safari The world’s first dedicated
night zoo. 80 Mandai Lake Road. 6269-3411.
•S
 ingapore Flyer The world’s largest
observation wheel at a stunning 165 metres
from the ground. 30 Raffles Avenue.
6734-8829.
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